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WASHINGTON CITY LETTER. 

JANUARY 27, 1869. There never was known in this city a milder winter, or one in which so 

much social intercourse and gayety prevailed among all classes of society. Receptions, and 

parties by heads of departments, Senators, and Representatives, continue almost every night 

in the week, except Saturdays and Sundays, and frequently there are three or four of an 

evening, which keep the lovers of such occasions constantly on the wing. THE REV. DR. 

ANDKRDON, preaehqd an able sermon at St. Patrick’s, on Sunday, at 11 o’clock Mass, to a 

densely crowded congregation. The subject was, “ Faith possible only through the teachings 

of the one, true Church,” and it was handled in a most masterly manner, as might be expected 

from so zealous and ardent a Christian, and so accomplished a scholar and divine. In the 

evening, he delivered a discourse on “ Ritualism,” in Carroll Hall, for the benefit of the 

Young Catholic Friends’ Society, to a large audience. As he was one of the noble band of 

Oxford scholars who, some years ago, set on foot the “tractarian” movement in connection' 

with Manning, Wilberforce, Faber, Newman, Pusey, &c., he was, of course, as familiar with 

it as with household words, and handled the subject from an elevated standpoint, and as a 

cherished and favorite theme. To the moral courage and self-sacrificing conduct of that noble 

band of Christian heroes, Dr. Anderdon did ample justice. DR. BOYNTON AND GEN. 

HOWARD. The controversy which arose between these gentlemen several months ago, in 

regard to the religious and social status which the negro should hold in the Congregational or 

Puritan Church in this city, I mentioned in former letters. It will be recollected that the 

General and the Parson’s son, after applying opprobrious and unsavory epithets towards each 

other, had like to come to blows; and that, at the communion service, the rival factions 

permitted their angry passions to carry them to shocking lengths, considering the sacredness 

of the occasion. Well, Dr. Boynton, who represents the majority, (and thinks the negroes 

would do better by worshipping in churches of their own, wjiile Gen. Howard favors 

amalgamating them together), called an Ecclesiastical Council, which lately met in this city, 

to decide the matters in controversy. The representatives of several churches were in 

attendance, and, after hearing from the parties the pros and cons of the case, they decided that 

both the General and the Pastor were right in some things, and wrong in others! They, 

however, favored the admission of negro members on a perfect footing of equality, and 

seemed to think that General Howard was a little the most at fault. It is said that, 

notwithstanding this, the minority are still contumacious and rebellious, and that, hi despite 

of this hollow peace and patched-up truce, the feeling of animosity towards the Pastor still 

rankles in the hearts of General Howard’s followers. Brethren should fling away ambition, 

and try and dwell in unity together, negro or no negro. BURNS’ FESTIVAL. The admirers of 

Bobbie Bums,the glorious poet of the people, and of nationality and patriotism, (whose love 

of liberty and manly nature, has immortalized his genius and his name,) celebrated the 

anniversary of his birth in this city, on Monday evening last. No one can read the sentiments 

that distinguish his poems without admiring his sturdy love of liberty, and hatred of 

oppression, for, in the midst of a life of poverty and want, Bums never “bent the pregnant 

hinges of the knee” to lordly insolence or power, that “thrift might follow fawning.” It is self-

evident that he felt in his soul, that “ The guid it is the guinea’s stamp,— The man’s a man 

for a’ that.” INAUGURATION BALL. There is in this city a ring of political squatters from 

the so-called “ loyal States,” without property or identity of interests with its bona fide 



citizens; and who not satisfied with having smuggled themselves into every office of profit or 

place by the aid of the contraband vote, impudently place themselves at the head of every 

new movement, elbowing aside the solid men of the city as if they were, nothing but trash. In 

the new railroad bills, and in several acts of incorporation, the names of these men shine 

through them as incorporators like glowworms in the dark. Few of these adventurers have the 

capital which would justify the use of their namfes in connection with enterprises requiring 

money and credit; and their real object is to sell out their franchises to those who have, and 

pocket the bonus Among others of their money-making schemes, the Inauguration Ball, hut 

for the Senate, would have been “a big thing” in their hands. They applied for the old 

Representative Chamber to hold the Ball in, and the House at once granted their request; hut 

the idea of turning the Capitol of the nation into a dancing and dining saloon, was too much 

for the dignified gravity of the Senate, and that body at once squelched the scheme of the 

managers, nearly all of whom are notorious as rapacious traders in loyalty and all sorts of 

money-making jobs. The tickets were to be ten dollars a head, and, with brilliant .chandeliers 

to light the Hall, as well as the Hall itself free, the schemers of the ring, would, had they 

succeeded, as the printers say, have had an exceedingly “ fat take.” In the meantime, Gen. 

Grant who knew well the true, motives which inspired the Managers, has written to them, 

hoping, if not requesting, that the idea of the Ball be given up; This, it is supposed, will he the 

end of the matter, as the impressarios, being all after government spoils, will hardly run 

counter to the expressed wishes of the President elect. GEN. GRANT IN BALTIMORE! 

Gen. Grant, as one of the Trustees of the Peabody educational fund, spent three days in 

Baltimore, last week, on the business of the trust, and to receive the annual report of the 

Agent. He was treated with great hospitality by all classes of its citizens, and returned greatly 

pleased with all he saw. He visited several of the large manufacturing establishments. He 

refused to accept of a public reception or demonstration, or it would have been a magnificent 

affair. REGULATIONS FOR LENT. Archbishop Spalding has issued Regulations for Lent to 

be observed in the diocese of Baltimore, which I enclose herewith. It will be seen that the 

abstinence imposed upon the faithful for their observance is ms usually rigid, but not more 

so, I presume, than is demanded by the progress of sin and error among the people. The 

chastening influence of such penitential observances cannot be without a happy effect in 

inducing sinners to turn their thoughts inwards, and make a more searching examination of 

their consciences, and of their transgressions against the laws of God and his Holy Church. 

The polity of the Catholic Church has been acknowledged, even by infidels, to he a 

monument of wisdom, and admirably devised and adapted to meet the requirements of man’s 

erring nature; for the good Book truly says, “We are prone to evil,as the sparks fly upwards.” 

DOINGS OF CONGRESS. Mr. Schenck has introduced “ a bill to strengthen the public 

credit,” by again asseverating and asserting that the bondholders, most of whom purchased 

them at sixty cents on the dollar, shall he paid, principal and interest in coin. Senator Wilson 

has introduced a bill to reduce and reorganize the army, which will be apt, as it ought, to 

pass. In the House, fac-simile franks have been abolished, which, by forcing members to 

write their own franks, will, if it passes the Senate, lessen the abuse of the privilege. 

Although at both sessions, the Committee of Elections unanimously reported on the case of 

Switzler vs. Anderson, contestants from Missouri, that the former was entitled to his seat, the 

House, true to its party instincts, gave, or, rather, confirmed, the seatto Anderson, on purely 

partisan grounds, and in open defiance of the law and the facts. The Carpet-baggers, en 

masse, on this, as in all other cases, spit upon right, justice and law, and went it blind for the 

Radical. They are utterly reckless and lawless, and know no rule of legislative action except 

the behests of party. A lamb tried by a jury of wolves would stand as good a chance as a 

democrat pleading for justice at their hands.  



CLAIMS BEFORE CONGRESS. There could be a volume written about the vicissitudes, the 

ups and downs, and fate of claims before Congress, for the last fifty years, which would 

illustrate the truth of the sayings, “ there is many a slip between the cup and the lip,” and that 

“ hope deferred maketh the heart sick.” Those who have studied the various impediments 

which obstruct the attainment of justice in that body, or render the largest claim valueless to 

the owner, when, after years of labor, it finally gets through that body, instead of envying, 

would pity the unfortunate claimant just in proportion to the equity and magnitude of his 

claims. Everyone remembers the claim of Richard W. Meade, under the treaty with Spain for 

the purchase of Florida, which, for the third of a century occupied the attention of Congress, 

some sessions passing one House, and some another, and which, when it finally ran the 

gauntlet of both, was vetoed by President Polk, I believe, on the ground that, owing to its 

magnitude, the condition of the Treasury would not permit its payment! Thousands of pages 

of printed matter containing reports, facts and arguments, pro and con, on the subject of that 

claim, have been printed as briefs, or by order of Congress; and yet, with the holy horror 

entertained by the new Radical dispensation of repudiation, and violation of the plighted faith 

of the nation, no conscientious member has been found to resurrect that fair and unquestioned 

claim. I recollect that, for twenty years, the claim of Amos Darten, for a valuable horse lost in 

the Revolutionary War, “like a wounded snake, dragged its slow length along;” while Davy 

Taylor, a North Carolina Cherokee, was a quarter of a century haunting the halls of Congress 

for his rights, under a treaty with the tribe; and when finally his claim was allowed, a set of 

lobby sharks and persons who, in the extremities of his troubles, he happened to “ speak to ” 

on the subject, attempted to gobble up the whole of it for “ services ” alleged to have been 

rendered. 1 heard of another more recent ease, where a gentleman, who, after a struggle of 

five or six years, got through a claim of about $170,000, had to pay about half of it to various 

lobbyists, and one of them a lady, for the exercise of their influence with members. This is so 

well understood, that many worthless scamps, banking on their relationship to senators or 

representatives, flock around those having large claims, like sharks in the pursuit of offal in 

the wake of a ship at sea. These men have no idea of delicacy, and will dog on at the heels of 

claimants, boasting of their power to influence certain votes, and then wind up by begging or 

borrowing money, under the pretence that they actually intend (which, of course, they do 

not), repaying the pretended “loan.” These big claims seem generally to be purposely 

prolonged to enable as many as possible of their lobby leeches and gobetweens to fatten upon 

them. I know several claims, of large amounts, which have passed that department, and were 

afterwards revoked, through political influence, and the agency of “rings” of heartless 

speculators, whilst, in the mean time, the honest claimant has been doomed for years to bear 

all the evils of the law’s uncertainty, as well as its delay. It is natural that men so treated, 

should appeal to every one whom they suppose has the least power or influence to aid them 

in the pursuit of justice; and, in fact, to promise that, when they obtained their rights, they 

would gratefully recompense their services. In this way, such a claim, for instance, as that of 

Capt. Thos. Dowling to Yerba Buena, in front of San Francisco, (which I mentioned some 

months ago in The Pilot,) inspires the rapacity of all sorts of envious and covetous adverse 

claimants, because the 145 acres which he owns are estimated to be worth $5,000,000. As the 

Captain defeated all adverse titles in the courts of California, the Great Central Pacific R. R. 

now very modestly asks the United States (which seized the island for military purposes a 

year or two ago,) to give to that body without a soul Dowling’s Island for the western 

terminus of their great railroad. This modest request may sound like a joke, but it is no joke 

to oppose a mammoth corporation, that can wield millions to procure votes, subornate 

witnesses, and throw all sorts of harrassing and perplexing obstacles in the way of the honest 

owner, whose all is in his claim. For this reason, as I said before, with the example of R. W. 

Meade, the Mr. Jaines, and other cases before us, the Captain is more to be pitied than 



envied. The labors of Sisyphus, or the tortures of Dedoelus, were not a whit more tantalizing 

than the vexatious annoyances of the unfortunate man who has to depend upon the equity and 

justice of Congress for his rights, especially if his claim involves an amount large enough to 

tempt the cupidity of lobbyists or go betweens.  

 

AN INNOVATING SNEAK, the agent ; or probably the tool, of some conclavqpf bigotted 

schemers, made his appearance in the public departments, last Monday, for the plausible 

purpose of obtaining signatures to Congress, asking that that exceedingly pious body of saints 

may pass a law, acknowledging the existence of God, and declaring that “ we are a Christian 

nation.” This, in view of the innumerable defalcations, and robberies,, breaches of trust, and 

increasing catalogue of bold and audacious crimes, seems to me to be a work of 

supererogation! Of course, “ actions speak louder than words,” and our Christian charity and 

magnanimity to those who differ from us, either in politics, or religion, leave no doubt that 

we are emphatically a Christian people, without the nation’s making our fragmentary 

Congress its mouthpiece, to proclaim the fact to an incredulous world. The object was, 

doubtless, however, to lay the foundation for the decision of the question, “ What is 

Christianity, and who are Christians?” and, of course, the party that happened to he in power, 

whenever it arose, would have to decide them, after the fashion of ths pious Pilgrims, when 

bothered to obtain a title to the lands of which they robbed the Indians. “ Resolved,” (3aid 

they), “ that the earth, in the fulness thereof, belonged to the saints,” and, “Resolved, that we 

are the saints.” The devilish ingenuity of these enemies of liberty, equality, and equal rights, 

in devising schemes to subvert the principles of our free system of Government, for the 

purpose of establishing, on its ruins, one giving exclusive privileges to certain sections and 

classes, almost exceeds belief. They are wolves in sheeps’ clothing, and deserve watching. 

UNIVERSAL NEGRO SUFFRAGE. The proposed amendment of the centralizati’onists in 

the Senate to so amend the Constitution as to force negro suffrage on all the States, North as 

well as South, comes up for consideration in that body to-morrow, having been made ’the 

special order for that day, on Saturday. JOHN H. SURRATT. Letters have been received 

from John 11. Surratt from Rio Janeiro, Brazil, whither he has gone for the recovery of his 

health, stating that he would be back here in March. He had heard that the court in banc had 

dismissed his case. THE REV. B. F. WIGET, who went to Belgium and Switzerland some 

months ago, on account of ill health, writes that he has entirely recovered, and expects to he 

back soon to resume his clerical duties. As Father Wiget is a gentleman of great energy, this 

news has given great satisfaction to the Catholic community of Washington, with whom he is 

a great favorite. “ A REPUBLICAN FORM OF GOVERNMENT,” (as understood by 

Northern Radicals), is illustrated by the constitution made by one of them, the so-called 

“Judge” Underwood, for the province of Virginia, or“ District No. 1.” The distinguished 

delegation from that ancient Commonwealth, now in this city, to implore Congress to save 

them from the degradation, which, if adopted, it would reflect upon them, say that the test 

which it provides, would disqualify ninety-five per cent, of the white population from holding 

office, voting, or even serving on juries! This terrible disfranchisement, of course, would ruin 

the State, and inure only to the benefit of a few -worthless carpet-bag adventurers and 

vagabonds. Will the people of the North stand idly by, while such a despotism is inflicted 

upon the countrymen of Washington, Henry, Jefferson, Madison, Monroe, and Clay? 

PENSION TO MRS. LINCOLN. A motion has been made in Congress, to grant a pension of 

$5,000 a year to the widow of President Lincoln, now in Germany for the benefit of her 

health. On Monday, a petition, signed by her, stating that she is unable to live in a style 

befitting the widow of the Chief Magistrate of a great nation, and asking for such a yearly 



allowance as Congress may deem proper, was received. EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS. In 

despite of the plain and explicit provisions of the Constitution, which confer on the President 

the power of appointing “ all Executive officers, by and with the advice of the Senate,” the 

Radicals of the House have gotten up a paper addressed to Senators, requesting that no 

nominations made by the President shall be hereafter acted upon, or confirmed by the Senate. 

In a healthy state of public opinion and of public affairs, such an interference by one branch 

of the Legislature with the Consitutional and prerogative duties of the other, would not be 

tolerated for a moment, but treated as an insult, and repelled as an outrage on the dignity and 

independence of a co-ordinate department of the government. Instead of this, however, the 

majority of the Senate have determined, in caucus, to confirm no more of the President’s 

nominations' unless the public interests, in their opinion, should imperiously require prompt 

and speedy action. Thus, step by step the distribution and divisions of power, wisely devised 

by the framers of the Federal Constitution,are destroyed, to make way for the unchecked 

sway of a centralized sectional despotism, inimical to liberty and equal rights, and solely bent 

upon the 

unlimited control of tlie political and moneypower of the nation. Between a usurping 

Congress, and the bond-holding, railroad, and manufacturing monopolists, we are in a fair 

way to go the downward road of all republics. THE VIRGINIA CARPET-BAGGERS. Gov. 

Wells, of Michigan, Underwood, and other Northern interlopers, are here in great numbers, to 

prevent Congress from rehabilating the ninety-five per cent, of the white people of that State 

in exchange for the concession of negro suffrage. As things stand now, they have a fat thing 

of it—situations for life, and the power of taxing the property holders of *the State, ad 

libitum, for the benefit of the pedlars in loyalty and other Yankee notions. They know the 

people hate and despise them; but care nothing about that so long as they are backed up by 

Federal bayonets, and can put money in their pockets. Their motto is, “perish peace, perish 

credit, perish commerce, so long as we can fatten and feather our nests by the misfortunes of 

the country.” To accomplish this, the most horrible cock-and-a-bull stories are told the 

Reconstruction Committee by selfish adventurers and vagabonds who want the offices to be 

cleared of the natives, so that they may have the high privilege of drawing the salaries 

attached, and enjoying the honors. THE CITY IS GETTING CROWDED with office seekers 

and political managers, who have axes to grind with the forthcoming administration. They are 

hungry and impatient, and will not rest contented until everything in the gift of the Executive 

and the Departments is in the hands of the “truly loil,” who, in their judgment, are seldom to 

be found outside of the six New England States. INDIANA. The eloquent Daniel W. 

Voorhees, of the Terra Haute District, Indiana, is now here, in fine health- and, although 

elected to Congress over Col. Carter, by only 134 votes, it is gratifying to his numerous 

friends, to know that his seat will not be contested by that gentleman. The Hon. D. D. Pratt, 

lately elected to the Senate, as the successor of the Hon. Thos. A. Kendricks, has been a life-

long Whig, and a very gentlemanly politician. He is about six feet five, weighs 300 pounds, 

and is an able lawyer, and effective speaker. Mr. Hendricks was one of the most able and 

useful men in the Senate, being well posted upon almost every question that came before it; 

but it is some consolation to know that he is succeeded by so worthy a man. INDIANA. 

Parents will do well to keep in mind that the new Silver Tips will make shoes wear twice as 

long as shoes without tips, consequently saving half the cost ot keeping children supplied 

with shoes. No one can afford to buy children’s shoes not protected with metal tips.— 

Journal. Lima, Livingston county, N. Y., has been selected as the site for the new Roman 

Catholic College of the diocese of Rochester, N. York.  



 

 


